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MONDAY, JULY 11, 2022

ECONOMY, FINANCE AND NET ZERO

8h30

OPENING OF THE 28TH EDITION OF THE CONFERENCE OF MONTREAL

9h00

INAUGURAL PLENARY SESSION
LEADING THE NET ZERO TRANSITION
The road to decarboniza�on and net zero requires a path from ambition to ac�on, which leads to adjus�ng
corporate culture, inves�ng capital as well as reshuffling strategic priorities in day-to-day opera�ons. Beyond goal
se�ng, what does it actually take to lead the net zero transi�on? As climate change increasingly creates risks for
economic growth, what opportuni�es do net-zero approaches create for companies and organizations? What
strategies might drive more companies and investors to create climate ac�on plans?

10h00

PLENARY SESSION
REINVENTING BUSINESS
The history of capitalism is marked with many technological turning points which inevitably created winning
opportuni�es, and losing consequences. Have we experienced a cri�cal change in technology since the start of
the global health crisis in 2020? What types of risks have a chance to help businesses stay compe��ve in the next
decade? How can leaders create or iden�fy coming pivotal moments to be�er adapt and prepare to an evolving
set of challenges and opportuni�es?

11h00

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK IN A SHIFTING GLOBAL LANDSCAPE

11h30

FORUM SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Ministry of Interna�onal Rela�ons and La Francophonie (MRIF)
THE ROLE OF GREEN DIPLOMACY FOR THE ECONOMY
The world's major powers are beginning to impose more and more environmental standards on imports, forcing
expor�ng companies to make a green shift. How does diplomacy have the power to force the transi�on to a
greener global economy? What are the poten�al economic benefits of imposing these standards and do we risk
a trade war? What if there are countries that cannot afford to adhere to these standards?

11h30

FORUM SESSION (simultaneously)
THE IMPACT OF GEOPOLITICS IN GLOBAL BUSINESS SECURITY
The geopoli�cal developments in the past years have shown how vulnerable businesses and na�onal economies
can be in the face of global crises. How can businesses react and adapt to unforeseen geopoli�cal events that
might affect their opera�ons and supply chains? What types of new threats are to be expected in the following
decade? What is o�en overlooked in terms or prepara�on and assessment of risk?
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12h30

NETWORKING LUNCHEON

13h30

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
TRADE FLOWS IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

14h00

PLENARY SESSION
FINANCING GREEN GROWTH
Considering the environmental challenges ahead of us, the necessity of financing green growth is more immediate
than ever. What elements should the financial sector take into considera�on in order to accelerate investments
towards green growth? What are the most promising and important growth sectors to take into considera�on?
How can we think globally in financing green growth?

15h00

ROUND-TABLE (simultaneously)
ACCESS TO CLIMATE FINANCING : A GLOBAL ISSUE FOR THE FRANCOPHONE WORLD
Sustainable development and green growth are mandatory premises that apply to all economic sectors, and not
only to multina�onals – nevertheless, the access to climate financing, necessary for the development of many
sustainable projects is full of obstacles, par�cularly in the non-anglophone world. Which tools would be most
adequate to support companies in their access to climate financing? Which regulations governments could
develop in order to align sustainable projects with the appropriate financing source? How can we overcome the
language barrier in regions of the world with many lingua francas?

15h00

ROUND-TABLE (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with HEC Montréal
INTEGRATING ESG REPORTING IN SMEs
The integra�on of environmental, social and governance (ESG) performance criteria by companies is becoming
one of the most important mechanisms of our �me to meet the UN Sustainable Development Goals and more
specifically to help us transi�on to a net zero economy. In this context, how do we ensure that micro and small
businesses are included and adequately supported? How can we support aspiring entrepreneurs in integrating
these criteria into their ac�vi�es from the very beginning of their business project? And finally, how can we build
a solid ecosystem to support entrepreneurship in the integra�on of ESG criteria?

16h00

WORKING SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Ministry of Interna�onal Rela�ons and La Francophonie (MRIF)
SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING
Climate change and the decline of biodiversity are among the main risks that can disrupt the global economic
system; in fact, companies and financial institu�ons can be vectors of solu�ons for the development of a greener
and more resilient economy. How are the different sectors of the economy exposed to environmental and climate
risks? What are the exis�ng ini�a�ves to prepare for it? Why is disclosure of environmental and climate risks one
of the key solu�ons?
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16h00

WORKING SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with Polytechnique
WORKING TOWARDS A CYBERRESILIENT SOCIETY
Faced with the risks associated with cyber threats, governments, and organiza�ons, whatever their sector of
ac�vity, must impera�vely rethink cybersecurity in a more global, mul�disciplinary way, by integrating legal and
norma�ve dimensions with the inescapable technical dimensions, in order to develop cyber-resilient systems.
How can we describe cyber resilience and what is its role in the various sectors of our society? How can the actors
involved in these fields reduce the impact of cyber-a�acks by allowing continuity of services, thus limi�ng
poten�ally devasta�ng produc�vity losses? What are the characteris�cs of a cyber-resilient organization?

17h00

CLOSING FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
INNOVATIVE FINANCING SCHEMES TOWARDS NET ZERO
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TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2022

8h30

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY AND MOBILITY

OPENING FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
INVESTING IN SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE TO REBOOT GROWTH

9h00

PLENARY SESSION
NAVIGATING THE ENERGY TRANSITION
As the energy transi�on accelerates, the next decade will be cri�cal for proving the viability of alternative energy
solu�ons. Considering the shi�s in how energy is produced and consumed, how do energy companies manage to
adapt and diversifies their strategies? How does technology contribute to power the future? What will be the
financial opportuni�es and challenges for investors, policymakers and energy companies?

10h00

PLENARY SESSION
TECH AND CLIMATE CHANGE
As technologies are developing faster and tackling ever more challenging issues, they are becoming our best allies
for limi�ng and reducing the impacts of climate change. Which technologies are currently having the most
innova�ve impact on this issue? How can we accelerate their development and their distribu�on? Where does
technology stop being the solu�on?

11h00

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT ECOSYSTEM

11h30

FORUM SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Ministry of Interna�onal Rela�ons and La Francophonie (MRIF)
DECARBONIZING THE AERONAUTICAL INDUSTRY
In February 2022, 42 States signed the Toulouse Declaration which reaffirms the commitment of the signatories
to decarbonize the avia�on sector by 2050. What does this declaration mean for the main players in the
aeronautical sector? What changes are needed to achieve this goal? What are the opportuni�es and obstacles
that the interna�onal aeronau�cal sector will have to face?

11h30

FORUM SESSION (simultaneously)
THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION IN A TALENT-BASED ECONOMY
A proper post-secondary educa�on is proving itself necessary in order to achieve a certain level of financial,
poli�cal, and social stability in society. How are new forms of education being developed after the covid-19
pandemic? What is the importance of making educa�on accessible to all members of society? Can we predict the
skills that will be the most demanded in the near and far future?

12h30

NETWORKING LUNCHEON
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13h30

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
THE INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE FOR A GREEN TRANSITION

14h00

PLENARY SESSION
SPACE AND TECHNOLOGY
Space flight and explora�on, an ac�vity once exclusively funded and performed by governments now seems to
be an interesting endeavor for the private sector. However, are these business models economically viable? Is it
bound to be like the plane constructor sector where there can only be very few actors due to the immense cost
of entry? What are the technological limits to this new age of space endeavor?

15h00

ROUND-TABLE (simultaneously)
STAYING AFLOAT : ENERGY SECURITY DURING THE GREEN TRANSITION
The future of the energy sector follows a green path, but the transi�on between two types of energy produc�on
and distribu�on could easily disrupt the economy – insuring energy security is a necessary element to this process.
How can we secure an uninterrupted line of supply in energy while transi�oning its produc�on? What regulatory
framework should be developed to sustain and support that transi�on? What short and long-term strategies
should be envisioned to safely make this transi�on?

15h00

ROUND-TABLE (simultaneously)
AUTOMOTIVE SECTOR’S SUPPLY CHAINS AND SOLID STATE BATTERIES
Automo�ve groups are working on a roadmap of investments and policies to achieve net-zero emission targets
by 2035. What is the role of cri�cal minerals in clean energy transi�on? How can we advance solid-state ba�ery
manufacturing, as well as cri�cal minerals supply chains? What are the opportuni�es for Canadian businesses,
talents and for showcasing skills?

16h00

WORKING SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Ministry of Interna�onal Rela�ons and La Francophonie (MRIF)
MODERN PRACTICES IN MINING COMMODITIES
While cri�cal and strategic minerals are essen�al to support the energy and technological transi�on, their
extrac�on must be carried out in compliance with high environmental, social and governance standards. What
are the modern mining practices and standards that each region implements? How can we standardize these
prac�ces in order to create a stronger market? How can we increase the transparency of supply chains, especially
that of ba�ery manufacturers, so that these standards are priori�zed?

16h00

WORKING SESSION (simultaneously)
STORING RENEWABLE ENERGIES
Renewable-energy storage is important to help humanity reduce its dependence on fossil fuels and to assure a
greener energy transi�on. How to ensure an efficient storage of energies that some�mes produce surplus energy
in �mes of low demand? What are the most promising methods for storing renewable energy? What would be
the cost of storing green energy in an efficient way?
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17h00

CLOSING FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
DIGITALIZATION AND WORKFORCE: WHAT’S BEYOND THE PANDEMIC?
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2022

8h00

HEALTH, TECHNOLOGY AND GLOBALIZATION

BREAKFAST SESSION
INTERNATIONAL ENERGY SECURITY AMID GROWING TENSIONS
In view of the geopoli�cal situa�on which has affected Europe this year, and the con�nent’s highly dependence
on energy imports, we have been witnessing a major energy reset. What are Europe’s energy alternatives? What
concrete ac�ons need to be taken by European governments to ensure the bloc’s energy independence? How
does this crisis impact the balance between the need for fossil fuels and the energy transi�on?

8h00

BREAKFAST SESSION
THE FUTURE OF DIGITAL HEALTH
Digitaliza�on greatly helped the health sector and is becoming – since the last pandemic, an important tool that
can improve the health system and its accessibility. What are the benefits from digital health? How can the
digitaliza�on of health benefit everyone without forge�ng the most vulnerable? How to create a valuable and
sustainable healthcare in this new era?

9h00

PLENARY SESSION
In collabora�on with the Fonds de recherche du Québec (FRQ)
A DIVERSIFIED ECONOMY FOR EVERYONE IN AN INTERCONNECTED WORLD
Environmental concerns are now the main forces for the development of an economy that would take into
account not only current environmental needs, but also the economic and social needs of the different
stakeholders. Could approaches developed by the scien�fic community, such as the ecological economy and the
circular economy, be further considered to combine these economic impera�ves? How can new technologies help
in the development of a diversified economy? Is the agri-food sector a good place to experiment with these
economic approaches and bring about the necessary changes

10h00

PLENARY SESSION
RESKILLING REVOLUTION
The a�ermath of the COVID-19 pandemic le� the world with many disrupted economies, high unemployment
rates, and yet a glimpse of posi�ve outcome regarding the crea�on of new jobs. How A.I. and digitaliza�on will
con�nue to influence the industries in their opera�ons and recruitment? How can businesses and industries
be�er implement diversity and inclusion as core values? How can we encourage the collabora�on of different
sectors to ensure the access of a be�er job market for everyone?

11h00

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
UNLEASHING THE REAL POWER OF DATA
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11h30

FORUM SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with Ville de Montreal
INVESTING TO DEVELOP THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY
In the face of the climate emergency, accelera�ng the transi�on from our linear economy to a circular model is
emerging as part of the solution to encourage a green and sustainable economic recovery, and to modulate our
produc�on and consump�on models towards an economic paradigm shi�. To what extent does the circular
economy act as a vector of change in the urban ecosystem? How can we take advantage of the opportuni�es
offered by the reintroduc�on of resources into the economy? How can the mobiliza�on of all ecosystem actors
and sectoral value chains be accentuated?

11h30

FORUM SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Interna�onal Development Research Centre (IDRC)
WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP IN THE TRANSITION TO LOW CARBON ECONOMIES
Gender equality has proven necessary to successful adapta�on to climate ac�on and the transi�on to low-carbon
economies, not least because it unleashes women’s leadership. How are women leading in the transi�on to
greener economies as heads of enterprises, organiza�ons and community-led ini�a�ves? How can today’s
promising innova�ons secure a sustainable future on a global scale? Also, for the transi�on to be irreversible it
must start from the household: Are ongoing delibera�ons accoun�ng enough for women’s voices given their
central role in running the household, that is, as primary caregivers?

12h30

NETWORKING LUNCHEON

13h30

FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
In collabora�on with the Interna�onal Development Research Centre (IDRC)
BEYOND COVID-19: IS GLOBAL RESEARCH READY FOR THE NEW CHALLENGES?

14h00

PLENARY SESSION
In collabora�on with Ville de Montreal
TOMORROW’S METROPOLIS
Metropolises are vectors of innova�on, where digital technologies create new opportuni�es for growth and jobs.
In a post-pandemic set�ng, what are the main strategic objec�ves of local governments in terms of digital
development? What type of technological solu�ons are currently being designed by the private sector to
modernize urban design in line with the major orienta�ons of public administra�ons in 2022? How does ar�ficial
intelligence contribute to the development objectives of a metropolis dedicated to serve ci�zens, with the
objec�ve to increase a sustainable quality of life?

15h00

ROUND-TABLE (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Ministry of Economy and Innovation (MEI)
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION VS CLIMATE CHANGE
Governments have a key role in encouraging and crea�ng favorable condi�ons for collabora�on between
industry, research and finance to improve innova�on processes at the na�onal, regional and interna�onal levels.
How can we increase collabora�on between these par�es? How can public policies play a more decisive role in
bringing these different actors together and creating favorable condi�ons? What types of financial instruments
should be favored to achieve the objec�ves of the Paris Agreement?
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15h00

ROUND-TABLE (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with Concordia University
THE FUTURE OF CYBERSECURITY
As interconnec�vity is more and more present in our lives, it is therefore necessary to understand and an�cipate
the challenges related to cybersecurity in the different sectors of the economy. What are the impacts of
cybersecurity issues in different sectors such as finance and mobility? What are the poten�al challenges and how
to an�cipate them in the future? How should our daily life and habits, intrinsic with technology, be protected
from possible cyber-a�acks?

16h00

WORKING SESSION (simultaneously)
In collabora�on with the Ministry of Interna�onal Rela�ons and La Francophonie (MRIF)
HOW CAN AI CONTRIBUTE TO THE GREEN TRANSITION?
The establishment of the Montreal Interna�onal Center of Exper�se for Ar�ficial Intelligence, one of the two
centers of exper�se of the Global Partnership on Ar�ficial Intelligence (PMIA), a�ests Quebec's role as a world
leader in AI and contributes to the diversifica�on of the ecosystem. What are Quebec's interna�onal ambi�ons
in terms of AI? How can AI contribute to the green transition? How are other international partners using AI to
achieve their sustainable development goals?

16h00

WORKING SESSION (simultaneously)
TRANSFORMING AFRICAN ECONOMIES TO SUSTAINABLE MODELS
African countries can harness their natural resources for sustainable economic and social development. What
na�onal strategies need to be put in place to enhance transforma�on to a sustainable economy? How do we align
economic growth, environmental outcomes and human development? What mechanisms can African countries
implement to access climate finance?

17h00

CLOSING FIRESIDE CHAT SESSION
HOW DO DIGITAL FINANCE AND FINTECH CONTRIBUTE TO ECONOMIC GROWTH?

17h30

CLOSING REMARKS

